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Headteacher Message

Dear Parents/ Carers

| hope you have had a wonderful start to the year, as we have at St Mary’s school. Please have a look through this
newsletter, to see photographs of excellent events in January: the Year 4 class mass, Y6 bike-ability training and
the build up to the Feast Day of the Patron Saint of our Academy-St Thomas Aquinas. Year 5 and 6 enjoyed
making the videos on minutes of hope and these can be found on Class Dojo. The pupils are an inspiration and if

we work hard for the things they are hoping for, the world would be in such a better place.

A small request- please can you ring the office to make appointments or message on class dojo to see myself or
Mrs Clarke- the Deputy Head teacher, for any chats. We do endeavour to speak to you to discuss issues, as soon
as we can but in a small school, it can be difficult to speak to parents immediately on the day, due to
commitments, training and weekly teaching of classes. On Mondays, straight after school, there is a staff
meeting and on Wednesdays/ Thursdays before school starts- whole staff briefings. We are also very grateful
that you try to make medical appointments out of school time, or at the end of the day, as we know how difficult
this can be to organise. Please show proof of the appointment to the office staff. Thank you for your

understanding.

Thank you to the FOSM for all the wonderful events in December and this term. We appreciate all the time and

effort from parent volunteers. We are blessed to have such a fantastic association.

God Bless

Miss Jordan
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Dates for your diary

JANUARY
30" January- Film Night
FEBRUARY

2nd Feb: 9.15a.m mass in church Candlemas ( all welcome)
5™ Feb: Parent teacher meetings 1.30p.m- 6p.m
9" Feb: Diversity themed week: diversity day- children can come to school in their home cultural
clothes
10" Feb: Safer internet Day- parents welcome to attend the assemblies.
11" Feb: Years 5 and 6 seeing the production in Delisle.
12th February: Y5 and Y1 fire service visit in school
13" February: Own Clothes day and Valentine's Disco
Half term holiday: 16th-20% of February,
23" February: start of the Lent 2 term.
27" February: Fridays- rehearsals start for the talent show

MARCH
2" March: Y2 scootability session
5™ March: World Book Day
12" March: individual school photographs
13™ March: PE/ fitness afternoon with an Athlete visit
19*" March: 2.15p.m: Rock Steady Concert
20" Mar
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Safer internet Day

10™ February- All families welcome to the Assemblies.
This year’s theme is ‘Smart Tech- safe choices’
The children learn about safer internet choices each computing lesson, which is taught in their
weekly computing lessons.

St Mary’s Mobile Phone policy
The UK Department for Education (DfE) guidance strongly advises that schools in England act
as mobile-phone-free environments to reduce disruption, bullying, and improve behaviour.
Policies should ensure phones are not used, seen, or heard from arrival to departure.
Implementation methods include handing in phones on arrival, secure storage, or enforcing
"out of sight" rules.

St Mary’s mobile phone and e safety policy (which can be found on the school website)
endorses the guidance and does not allow pupils to use mobile phones or any smart watches
on school premises or in the immediate vicinity of the school gates. Only year 6 pupils are
permitted to walk to and from school by themselves and are allowed to bring phones for their
safety, but their phones must be handed in to the school office on arrival, where they are
locked in the office drawer and only returned to the pupil at the end of the day. The policy also
covers staff use of mobile phones. Staff are not permitted to use their mobile phones in classes
or around pupils and can only use it in their break time in the staff room for urgent messages.
From the start of the next Academic year, parents will be consulted on they type of phones Y6
who walk to school on their own will be allowed to bring, which will not include smart phones.
Please support the school’s policy, by not using your mobile phones on the school premises
when collecting or dropping children off at school or when in the school hall for events, unless
permitted to take photographs of your child only- thank you.



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=web&rct=j&url=https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools&ved=2ahUKEwie7-jTzrKSAxWpVUEAHf_nE4gQy_kOegQIARAB&opi=89978449&cd&psig=AOvVaw2U9_p2LKcEzi6UIJ260I67&ust=1769840198129000
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Arrival Time

| would like to ask for your continued
support in ensuring all children arrive
on time for the start of the school day.

Parents Evening
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i, Friday 13th February .

-

A Evis,vigY2 Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6
"+ 3:30pm-4:30pm 4:40pm-5:40pm

If you'd like your infant to stay after school, please sign up via the

office. Staff will take them to the disco and supervise. You can also

pre-pay for a hotdog and drink as we know little ones can get hungry
straight after school.

£3.00 Entry on the door
entrance via parish halll
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