
Welcome to EYFS



What Is the EYFS?

The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first stage of a child’s care
from birth to five years old. It sets the standards to ensure that all children
learn and develop, as well as keeping them healthy and safe.   

Also included in the EYFS are the seven Areas of Learning. They are: 
• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

At the end of the EYFS, there are 17 Early 
Learning Goals that children are expected 
to achieve. 



These areas of Learning are split into 
Prime and specific areas. 

The prime areas are particularly 
important for learning, developing a 
sense of self and forming 
relationships. They build a foundation 
for children to thrive and provide the 
basis for learning in all areas.

The specific areas help to strengthen 
and develop the prime areas and 
ignite children’s curiosity and 
enthusiasm as they explore the world 
around them and develop their skills.









Early Years Curriculum

• Activities are carefully planned and organised to provide a range of learning 
experiences. Individual records are kept by staff to record the activities your child 
participates in and undertakes, as well as their progress in specific skills.

• Planning for each is carried out using a topic-based approach, following the 
children’s interests and responding to specific events. 



Reception Baseline Assessment

• This is a statutory assessment for all reception children in the 
country, covering Literacy, Communication & Language and Maths. It 
comprises short, practical activities for the children to complete with 
their teacher. The children will not be aware that they are completing 
an assessment and it is not something that they can prepare for in 
advance, so please do not worry!

It is used to measure progress between entering reception and leaving 
year 6.



Early Learning Goals





A Typical Day at St Mary’s in Reception

We will take the register and say our prayers. Children will sit with 
their new friends on the carpet.

We will have a whole class phonics lesson.



Phonics & Early Reading

We use a scheme called 

Little Wandle Letters and 

Sounds.

This involves daily whole 

class phonics lessons, 

and reading practise 

sessions three times a 

week.

Children who need further 

support will also receive 

daily keep up interventions.



We will pause during the morning for a break where the children will 
have snack time.



During the morning we will do lots of activities and learning before 
lunchtime. 

• Adult led

• Child – led

• Independent

• 1:1

• Small group



We have an outdoor area that we use every day. There are lots of things 
to do inside and outside.



When playing and working with adults we learn lots of new things like 
phonic sounds, reading, numbers and writing



Reading practise sessions

At St Mary’s School is it very important that children are 
reading the right level of book. We use assessment to 
match your child to the right level of book. The type of 
book your child takes home will depend on these 
assessments and may change. 

Reading is the most important thing 
you can do with your child. Reading 
and chatting about a book has a 
positive impact on children’s ability to:

• Understand words and sentences
• Use a wide range of vocabulary
• Develop listening comprehension skills Decodable books begin: Phonics Week 4

Children will take home reading books 
from next Friday.



Before lunchtime we will sit together on the carpet for a number or 
maths based activity.



Maths
• We use a scheme called White Rose as our guide which will help 

us focus on learning journeys and building next steps.



At 12 o’clock we will wash our hands and go to the school hall to have 
lunch. After children will be able to play outside. 



In the afternoon we will take the register and then have a short carpet 
lesson. Afterwards children can take part in learning play. All activities 
and provision are structured and planned to support children’s 
development.



Religious Education

• We use a scheme called RED as our guide for our 

Religious Education. We also have times where we focus 

on learning about other religions. 

• We also use the scheme Life to the Full to teach PHSE.



We do drawings and paintings. We learn about the world around us. 
We make lots of things to put up in our classroom and to take home



At the end of the school day, we will sit together for story time.



Behaviour Policy

We use the classroom behaviour model which links in with the school 
behaviour policy.

Class Dojo – stickers and house point. Certificates in Assemblies

Welcome to speak to staff at the  beginning and end of the school day.

Uniform – Winter uniform after October half term.

Written Reports – July

First Parent Evening – Tuesday 14th October.
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