
Dear Parents,

RE. Parental Consultation on the new Department for Education (DfE) statutory guidelines: Relationships and Health Education

Rationale: ‘I HAVE COME THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE LIFE AND HAVE IT TO THE FULL’ (Jn.10.10)

This academic year 2020 – 2021, Relationships Education and Health Education will become statutory in all primary schools in England.  

As a Catholic school, our mission is to support the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of all of our pupils, rooted in the wisdom and teaching of the Church. The education of children in human sexuality is an important, precious and privileged responsibility.  The Government and the Church agree that parents are the primary educators of their children and as such, the new programme of study is to support parents in the relationships and health education of their children.

[bookmark: _Hlk53317949]At Saint Mary’s we have decided to adopt Life to the Full by Ten Ten Resources. Ten Ten is an award-winning Catholic educational organisation that is well-respected and very experienced in this field of work.  Life to the Full has been cited by the DfE as an example of good practice and is the only programme of study for RSHE from 3 – 18 years.

Ten Ten understands the important role parents have in educating their children and so, provides a parent portal and web page with resources and information for parents to access and stay informed.

We would like to have your feedback on our new RSHE policy, the programme of study and key decisions that we need to take regarding the teaching of certain topics.  To this end, we have opened a consultation period during which we welcome your feedback.  

Ten Ten have provided an online Parent Consultation Tool. This is a simple-to-follow, short online course which:

· Outlines the statutory changes that will take place.
· Articulates a vision for Catholic Relationships and Health Education.
· Explains how Life to the Full aims to help us fulfil the statutory curriculum with a Catholic ethos.
· Provides some information about key decisions we need to make, in consultation with parents.
· Answers some Frequently Asked Questions.

Ten Ten have also provided an Online Parent Portal which will be a tool we can use throughout the year to keep you informed and updated about the work we are doing in school.

To take part in the consultation, please do the following:
· Access the Parent Consultation Tool here:
www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-consultation-primary
· You will need the following login credentials for our school:
Username: st-marys-le11
Password: purple-rose

· Undertake the Parent Consultation course provided.

· Please complete the following questionnaire, once you have read the policy and consultation documents: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=FjAP4W90FUiJVe0vMJFkMnRhMh89HCdMircvKD1dBaVUMVA3TU9ZUFJPSFdYVkxYVjBIT1NIUjc4UC4u 

· Send us your feedback or get in touch with Miss Jordan or Mrs Abell with any issues or  concerns by 9th December

We hope that our approach not only assures you about the new subject we are going to undertake; we hope that this will be an important and exciting opportunity for our entire school community.

Finally, please find below a letter from our RSHE school link governor for RSHE, Mrs Anna Hanus-Wade.  We are grateful to Mrs Wade and all our governors for the time they have taken in reading through and familiarising themselves with the new programme.  Mrs Wade is happy to listen to any concerns or issues you may have and may be contacted through the school office.

Yours faithfully,

Miss Jordan and Mrs Abell
. 


Dear Parents and Carers,

I’m writing to you as a parent governor for St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, to encourage you to go through all the attached documents over the next few weeks to understand the purpose and content of Relationships and Sex Education (RSE). I would also urge you to ask questions about the school’s approach and materials used to teach the subject and complete the Parent Consultation Survey Questionnaire. 
The school’s guiding principles are that all of the content must be age appropriate and developmentally appropriate. It must be taught sensitively and inclusively, with respect to the backgrounds and beliefs of pupils and parents while always with the aim of providing pupils with the knowledge they need of the law.
The school’s aim is to work in partnership with parents and carers and involve you in the life of the school. The school is clear that parents and carers are the prime educators for children on many of these matters. Schools complement and reinforce this role and see building on what pupils learn at home as an important part of delivering a good education.
Should you have any queries or concerns relating to this, please do not hesitate to contact the school or myself.
With kind regards,
Anna Hanus-Wade
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