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Who were the Ancient Greeks and what did they do?
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SOCIETY
The Greeks were great thinkers, warriors, writers, actors,
athletes, artists, architects and politicians.

FAMILY LIFE — most people lived in villages in the countryside.
Many Greeks were poor and life was hard. Ancient Greek
homes were built around a courtyard or garden.

RELIGION - The Greeks believed

that gods and goddesses watched

over them. They were like humans

but lived forever and were more

powerful. The most famous temple in Greece is the Parthenon
in Athens, dedicated to the goddess Athena.

WARFARE - Greece was made up of lots of smaller states

, and they often went to war with one
another or with foreign enemies.
Soldiers would lock their shields together
with their spears pointing out of the top,
this was called a phalanx.

LEGACY - Over 3000 years later we are still using Ancient Greek
ideas in maths, science and art. Our alphabet is based on the
Greek one and in the dictionary you'll find hundreds of words
that come from the Greek language.

The Greeks development of democracy is still our main form of
government today. They also invented the theatre and the
Olympic Games which we still enjoy today.

Alexander the Great (the King of Macedonia) led his army all
over Greece, Persia, Egypt and even parts of India and spread
the ideas of the Greeks. When he died the Romans continued
to spread their ideas to more countries, including Britain.
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ancient Something from a very long time ago. + Began in 776 BC in Olympia.
+ Believed to be a religious event to
honour Zeus, the King of the Gods.

Athenian People from the Greek city of Athens.

A small area that ancient Greece was divided into which had its own government,

city state «  Events included boxing, wrestling,
laws and army. . .
long-distance running and

civilisation | The people, culture and way of life of a certain area. chariot racing.

democracy | A fair political system where adults vote for an elected government who then make | | * Some of the evidence about the
Y| decisions on how to run the country. games comes from paintings

B . N discovered on vases.

empire A group of countries that is ruled by one ruler or country.

honour To show respect and admiration for someone or something.

Persian People from the area of Persia.

philosopher | Someone who studies the idea of right and wrong, the value of things and knowledge.

Spartans | People from the Greek city of Sparta.
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