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WE GROW WITH JESUS TO BE THE BEST WE CAN
BE.

Policy reviewed and agreed by staff February 2026
Also linked in the English policy with Spelling.

HANDWRITING POLICY

Aims

It is our aim to encourage the progression and development of each child’s handwriting
throughout the schools into a fluent, legible and individual style that can be adapted for a
range of purposes and will support their spelling and composition. At St Mary’s school we
believe in the importance of clear and neat presentation to communicate effectively. the
importance of children being able to write legibly, fluently and at a reasonable speed is
recognised. With these skills, children have a much greater chance of being able to reach and
demonstrate their true potential throughout their school careers and in their lives beyond
school. International and national studies completed over a number of years have shown that
fluency in handwriting enables children to spell more automatically, based on handwriting
and spelling patterns that have been taught and therefore concentrate on the composition of a
text.

Increasing fluency and speed is taught by supporting all children to;

e Develop the correct pencil grip

e Know all letters start from the top, except d and e which start from the middle

¢ Be able to form all letters correctly

e Know the size and orientation of letters

e Work towards developing a fluent, joined handwriting style by the end of Year 1.

Aims From the National Curriculum

To develop a neat, legible, speedy handwriting style using continuous cursive letters, which



leads to producing letters and words automatically in independent writing.

- To establish and maintain high expectations for the presentation of written work.

- For pupils to understand, by the end of Year 6, the importance of neat presentation and
the need for different letterforms (cursive, printed or capital letters) to help communicate

meaning clearly.

Organisation and Implementation

Handwriting objectives are taken from National Curriculum English Programme of Study and
form part of the class teachers’ and children’s continuous work. Handwriting is taught in
explicit, regular sessions focussing on letter formation, consistent size and shape of letters, as
well as accurate joining when the child is ready. Learning is differentiated based on the needs
of the child. Handwriting is applied in all writing and modelling.

EYFS and Year One teach phonics using the Little Wandle programme. Little Wandle has a
clear progression of writing cursively and forming letters taught from year one. In EYFS
letter patterns (Unit 1) are taught over four weeks and the lowercase letters in letter families
(Units 2 to 5) over the rest of the first term. After practising with patterns, EYFS teach three
letters a week in four lessons to support the development of accurate letter formation. There
are videos on Little Wandle, that teachers in EYFS and Y1 can watch to model the forming of
the letters in their phonics lessons- this is a daily part of the phonics lessons.

In EYFS and Y1 from Little Wandle Handwriting lessons should last approximately 15
minutes and be scheduled at least four times per week. Each lesson should start with practice
of the previous day’s pattern/ letter using the ‘Pattern check-up’ or ‘Letter check-up’ box.
Consistent daily practice is essential for progress, and it is strongly recommended to use a
small, lined exercise book for additional practice, but this is also done in small group work
with an adult guiding the children in their English books. It is crucial that an adult is present
during this extra practice to provide guidance and support and to address any misconceptions
promptly. The teaching sequence for introducing a new pattern/letter should be: 1. Introduce
the letter and formation phrase. 2. Form the letter in the air. 3. Form the letter on the palm of
the hand. 4. Trace the mnemonic with a finger. 5. Write the letter. For steps 2 to 5, the teacher
provides strong modelling and then the children join in.

Effective modelling

When modelling letter formation, face the same direction as the children, looking over your
shoulder to check that children are engaged. This ensures that children can clearly observe
the correct direction and movement of the letter. As part of the teacher’s/ teaching assistant’s
modelling, they will demonstrate how to check and improve.

Year 2

Handwriting joins following the model from Twinkl are modelled and taught by the class
teacher. Pupils will begin to apply this in writing in lessons. Posture and pencil grip is
modelled, taught and monitored in all writing sessions.



KS2

In the junior classes, each pupil has a handwriting book. Handwriting exercises linked to
spelling patterns taught are modelled in the register time as a morning activity or linked to a
spelling exercise at the beginning of the English lessons. Pupils are expected to join letters,
except for upper case and are taught how to form ascenders and descenders. They are also
taught there are different types of writing for different text types.

Assessment: Use of TAFs and STACMAT writing statements
When a child has completed an end of unit writing task, teachers mark this against the
statements. One of which is about handwriting.

Planning and Delivery Handwriting is taught and modelled in marking and teaching from
Reception and throughout Key Stage 1 (KS1) and Key Stage 2 (KS2). All teachers give
specific attention to pencil and pen control, grip and posture in helping pupils to develop a
legible style. Teachers identify all left-handed pupils in their class. Left-handers should
always sit on the right of right-handed child to avoid collision.

Adaptation
For handwriting there is a range of adaptations staff at St Mary’s will use for pupils,

particularly for pupils with Send needs, where pencil grip and letter formation may be
challenging. Pencil grips, coloured books, different spaced lines etc can be used.

For some pupils with some SEND needs, joining letters my cause distress and make writing
more illegible, so each child’s writing is looked at individually and the school senco will be
referred to, to find the most appropriate adaptation for writing, so the child can make
progress.

Reception progression

Autumn | Preparation and practice (suggested time 4 weeks)
term « Teach the 'Ready to write' checklist

* Engage in motor development activities
« Practise with patterns

Unit 1: Practising patterns « Horizontal lines, Vertical lines, Wavy lines,
Circles (Week 1)
«  Up curves, Down curves, Mixed-height
curves, Letter C (Week 2)
«  Spirals, Crosses, Turrets, Diagonals (Week 3)
e Zig-zags, Sideways V, Letter X, Trianales
(Week 4)
Teach lower-case letter formation (suggested time 9 weeks)
« Teach the lower-case |letters in families
« Use Assessment for Learning to reteach and review
Unit 2: Curly letter family e ¢, a d{(Week 5)

e g, 0 9 (Week 6)
e @ s f(Week 7)

Unit 3: Long letter family o | i t(Week 8)
e, u,y (Week 9)

Unit 4: Bouncy letter family [+ m n, r (Week 10)
b p hWeek 1)

_l:l-;lt_é:_-ilg-zag letter famlly_ . v, W, x (Week l-;-.")
o 7 Kk (Week 13)




End or | Assess and review week Review lower-case letters as needed (Week 14)
start of
term
Spring | Teach capital letter formation (suggested time 11 weeks)
term « Teach capital letters
* Review lower-case letters alongside capitals
*  Use Assessment for Learning to reteach and review
Unit 6: Capital letters * Cc, Aa, Dd (Week 15)
* Gg, Oo, Qg (Week 16)
* Ee, Ss, Ff (Week 17)
« LI i, Tt (Week 18)
 Jj, Uu, Yy (Week 19)
Assess and review week (Week 20 - before or
after half-term)
« Mm, Nn, Rr (Week 21)
* Bb, Pp, Hh (Week 22)
Vv, Ww, Xx (Week 23)
« Zz, Kk (Week 24)
3 | @ 2025 HarperCollinsPubiishers. © 2025 Wandle Learning Trust. All rights reserved Little Wandle Handwriting

End or | Assess and review week Review capital letters as needed (Week 25)
start of
term

Summer | Practise in digraphs, trigraphs and words (suggested time 9+ weeks)

term « Assess and review lower-case and capital letters as needed

* Practise letter formation in digraphs and trigraphs
* Practise letter formation in words
* Use Assessment for Learning to reteach and review

Unit 7: Digraphs and o ff Il, ss (Week 26)
trigraphs ¢ 7z ck, gu (Week 27)
* ch, sh, th (Week 28)

* ng, nk, ai (Week 29)

* ee, igh, oa (Week 30)

Assess and review week (Week 31 - before or
after half-term)

* 00, ar, or (Week 32)
e ur, ow, oi (Week 33)
* ear, air, er plus Assess and review (Week 34)

End of | Assess and review week Week 35 (onwards): Assess and review all
term letters as needed




Unit 2: Curly letter family

Leottor formation phrases

ation
Curl arounda tha «

Arounc the astronaut’s
Nelmet anc own Into
sEaCe

Srounc the ducia's
DOy, D Lo its Do
et cdoaver tes itw faeat

ttor

mNnomo

Avoundc The Quaan's
facem, dawwry Fder reskoes
and a rfick at the en

round the olephant
Oy and curl down its
trunk

Down tho snake from
Naad) Lo tail

Arcnarcd the goat's face

Doxrwwr the Marmingo to

Its foot anc across its
wing

ancl curl unciesr Its chun

Al around the octoous

o VWmrefie fmratwertt b

Unit outcomes and assessment criteria

Koy outcomes

Iy Bl i, thue = Puaicireeny well

- Form the lottors from the curly laettor family accurately,. with & controllec
- Ute the ul and cown rmmovameant for the lettars ‘a’, ‘o', o and a’

- Foarm a straaht cdescenclior far thue et @' and ‘o

- Lift the poncll off anc crozs the laottar 'r

- Malka a oo Ffor thoe |letter "o

= = with ssccuracy

Form o

K;& assessment criteria

1Uor ervery lottor, ctiock that o chilcd
- Follows the four P
- Settm At Lt Corcect P osture
- L= s the Ccorrmct poncil g
- Hoicts thisir QD i the corraect osaition
- Agrprlionsn MEasaresfarimte ressiares
= Starts and finishes letters in the traect place and rollows the correct orlentation
- Rocites tha TOrmMmation phrase o NGl tThharm rarmmarnibar thae lattar fSOrrmation

Iy Adcliticon to the kay RSEWLARTMNMQGNL CritGria abbove, chaci that == it
- Forms o contralled, anticlockwis reanct
- » Cos the poencill On tho ooaoer Wy tho start to finish
- Peasitions the letter correctly om e hirne
In accition to the key assossment criteris above, check that o chiia
- Forme a controllac, anti OChwiso rounct cCurve
a - Linern coritraalivcd i sarmct Cdow s rruovertimrit s, rotracincs the sarmes irne
- Cronton 2 srmall Mlick ot the enc af the lotter
- Kaeps the pancil an thia papar Mrans thie start to finish
- Positions the lestter correctly om the Line
I addchition 1o tho kay SROLSITIGNL Critoria atbove, checka That o chalcd
- Forms o contralled, anticlaockwise roumnct cuiry
- sos contralied uEr and oW MOVernents, retracineg theee ssrme e
- Clrevmtesns s srmall tlick at the enct of the letter
- Foarms a stralaght ascendcer at an approoriate haight
- Haops the paencil on the paper frarm start to Ffinidsh
- Foaositians the lettoer correctly anmn the ine
N acdchition 1o the koy assessmant criteria above, Check that o
- Frarrms o camtrollec anticiockwinme cuurve
- Uzaos contrallact wur anc DIVI@NTS, retracing the samoe inoe
- Farme & straight doscosnciar wx barcts Baalowvw the ine witthy &
I ftwwnrcl curve
- HKaeps tha pancill on the papar from tha start to famish
- e fearim the roarnct gasart oof e bt tmr corrmectiy et thiss lirve

e AT

Iy sndctiticoor Lo thie koy ansosnrmient oriterio athave, ctiecic that o obalcd

- Forms o contralled, anticlockwine curves ol the way asrounc
- Waae thia peancill on tha oapar frorn thae <tTart o fimish
- FPoxitioons the lemtter correctly omn the hne

N actclition to tr Koy assossrme criteria abow hocik that o chaladt

- Forms o controlled, anticliockwise round curve

- Lines mtratiec U anc down moavernents, retracineg the ssame Un

- Forms o straight descoan = L3 How The lina o with ar
Upwarra Mick at the onc of thoe lattoar

- FPositions the round part of the letter corroctly omn the ine

- Hoeps the panc froenm tho < t E fimish

W on thoa papar

sOSssImoent criteria above, that o chila

N adaltion 1o the key o

- Forme a contrallad, MNCIOCkWIGG rOuncd Curva
- anmrran ther ol o e papoer fressrs thee start to firusty
- FPasitions the ettoer correctiy on the ino

N AccitioN toO the Key assessiment Critera above, chaweai that o chilad
- Frarrrmn contralbved curves

bd HKaoeps tho poncill On tha aoar fIrorm tTho Sstart to finesn

- FPOItionNsS the lattar Carrectly amn D lirne

17 it iem T Lhies ey munernstTieni it Gritwrim b, climeie it s o bulcd

- Lifts the poncil aoff tho oopoer to ftorm the hornzontal crosshar acroass
tha middia of the lattar
- Pasitions the letter correctly an the ine




Lotter

Lettor-spec

ic assessment criteria
In additiaon to the key assessmaent critoria above, check that a chilag

» Creates a contralled strailght hine

. Bagins at the top and uses a stralght downward movernmant
* Creates a small Hick at the end of the letler

- Keeps the pencil on the paper from the start to firnish

- Positions the lettar correctly on the line

F'

In adcdition 1o the key assassment criteria above, chack that a chilct

- Creates a4 cantrolled straight line

= Beaegins at the top and usas a straight gownward moveaermeant

= Creoates o small flick at the end of the iotter

- Forms the letter i the correct order: ifts the pencil to add a asmall
ol pOositioned (ust S1odve the |Etter

- Positions thie letter correctly amn thes Hre

In addition to the koy assessmant arntaria above, chack that a child

- Begins at the top and uses a stralght downward moverment with an
anticlockwise curve

- Creates a controlled straight ine

- Forms a straight sscender at an aporopriate height

= Forms the letter in the correct order: |ifts the pencil off the paper to
form the horizontal crossbhar across the middle af the letter

- Positions tha lettaer corroctly on the ne

In addition to the kay assessment ariteria above, chock that a child:

- Bagins ar the Lo and usas a straight downward movement with a
controlied clockwise curve at the end

. Pozitions the letter correctly on the line

- Forms the latter in the carrect order: s the penc 1o add a small
dot positionad ust abave the lettar

In acidition to the ey assessment critaria above, check that a chila
* Creates a small Mick at the end of the letter

- Koeps the poncil on the papar from the start to finish

* Positions tha lettor correctly on the line

In addition to the kay assassment criteria above, check that a chilc

= Forms a descendar which extends aelow the line with a controllec
leftward curva

- Kaoeps the pancil on the papeaer from theo start to finish

- FPositions the letter correctly with the round part of the letter sitting
on the lina

0 wie Littie Wandie Manawriting

Unit 4: Bouncy lettoer family

Letter formation phrases

Letter mnemonic Formation phrase Letter mnemonic

ormation phrase

Down, up and over the Down the baar s back,

Miouse's aars up and araund its
Lumimy.

Down, up and over the Down the penguin's

et back, up and around its
head

From the cloud Lo the Zown, Uy and over the

around and over the helicopter

rainbow

Unit outcomes and assessment criteria

Koy outcomes

moverment

I thes wrat the children will:

- Form the letters frorm the bouncy letter family accurately with & down, up and over

* Form ascenders and descandears with accuracy

Koy assessment criteria
For every letter, check that a child:
= Fallows the four Py
- Sits with tha correct posture
+  Uses the correct pancil grip
- Holds thair paper in
= Applies aporopriate o

- Storts and finsbes letters 10 the correct place and foliows the correct onentation
- Recitas the formation phrase to haelp them ramambarn the lattaer formation

e correct position
Ssure




I

-
-
-
-

Letter-specific assessment criter

additiaon to tr 2t ©

Uses a 'down. up and over’ movemeant

Croates a small flick at the enc of the lotter

Keaps the pencil on the paper from the start to finish
Fositions the letter correctly on the line

e Key a5sassmT

iteria above, check tha

I}

aciclition to the key assessmant critaria above, check that a child:

Uses a ‘down, up and over’ movement

Croatas a small flick at the enct of the lotter

Keoeops the pencil on the paper from the start to finish
Po=itions the letter correctly on the line

addition to tho key assassmant criteria above. check that a child:

Uszes a ‘'down, Uup and over’ moverment
Keeps the pencil on the paper from the start to firnsh
Pasitions the letter correctly an the line

addition to the kay assassmeant criteria above. check that a child

Uses a 'down, Up and over’ movement

Creates o straight ascender at an appropriate bheight
Keeps the pencil on the paper from the starct to finish
Positions the lotteor correctly an the line

addition to the key assessment criteria above, chock that & child:

Uses a 'down. up and aver' movaerment

Keeps the pencil on the paper from the start to finish
Extends the descender below the line

Pasibions the letter correctly on the line

2"00‘133

addition to the key assessment criteria above, check that a child

Uszses a 'down, up and aver’ maovermnant

Creates o straight ascender al an appropriate hewght
Creates a small flick at the and of the latter

Keeps the pencil on the paper from the atart Lo finish
Positions the letter correctiy an the line

WAL L 0 ' I M | Litthe Wansdie Handw e iting

Unit S: Zig-zag letter family

Letter formation phrases

Lettaor mnomonic Formation phrase Letter mnemaonic Formation ph

o
Down to the Dottaom of Across the top af the
the volcanoa and back zebra's head, zig-zag
ue o the top. m down its nock and
along
Down and up and Down the kite, up to
» down and up the the top cornar and
waves down to the battam
carner

B koy outcomes

From the taop. across

the bhax to the bottom
From the top agam
across the box ta the

ottom

In this unit, the children will

- Form the lettars from the zig-zag latter family accurately, with diagonal movernants
- Use the down and up maovement for the letters ‘v and ‘w

- Lift the pencil off and complete the lettars x' and 'k

= Form ascenders with accuracy.

Unit outcomes and assessment criteria

DU

Key assessment criteria
For evaery letter, check that a child:
= Faollows the four Ps

. Sits with tho correct postura

Uses the carraect pencil grip

Holdds thelr papar In the corract pasition
Applies appropriate pressure

- Starts and finishes letters i the correct place and follows the correct onentation
- Recites the farmation phrase ta help them remember the lettaer faormation




Letter Letter-specific assessment criteria

In addition to the key assessment criteria above, check that a child:

* Makes controlled diagonal movements

* Controls the down and back up movement

+ Keeps the pencil on the paper from the start to finish
+ Positions the letter correctly on the line

In addition to the key assessment criteria above, check that a child:

* Makes controlled diagonal movements

* Controls the down and back up movement

* Keeps the pencil on the paper from the start to finish
* Positions the letter correctly on the line

In addition to the key assessment criteria above, check that a child:

X * Makes controlled diagonal movements
» Lifts the pencil off the paper to form the second diagonal line
* Positions the letter correctly on the line

In addition to the key assessment criteria above, check that a child:

« Makes controlled diagonal movements
* Keeps the pencil on the paper from the start to finish
» Positions the letter correctly on the line

In addition to the key assessment criteria above, check that a child:

* Makes controlled diagonal movements

* Forms a straight ascender at an appropriate height

* Keeps the pencil on the paper from the start to finish
» Creates the strokes in the correct order

« Positions the letter correctly on the line

Next review: Feb 28



