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Policy reviewed and agreed by staff February 2026 
Also linked in the English policy with Spelling. 

 

 

HANDWRITING POLICY 

 

 
Aims  

It is our aim to encourage the progression and development of each child’s handwriting 

throughout the schools into a fluent, legible and individual style that can be adapted for a 

range of purposes and will support their spelling and composition. At St Mary’s school we 

believe in the importance of clear and neat presentation to communicate effectively. the 
importance of children being able to write legibly, fluently and at a reasonable speed is 

recognised. With these skills, children have a much greater chance of being able to reach and 

demonstrate their true potential throughout their school careers and in their lives beyond 

school.  International and national studies completed over a number of years have shown that 

fluency in handwriting enables children to spell more automatically, based on handwriting 

and spelling patterns that have been taught and therefore concentrate on the composition of a 

text. 

Increasing fluency and speed is taught by supporting all children to;  

• Develop the correct pencil grip  

• Know all letters start from the top, except d and e which start from the middle  

• Be able to form all letters correctly  

• Know the size and orientation of letters  

• Work towards developing a fluent, joined handwriting style by the end of Year 1. 

 

Aims From the National Curriculum 

To develop a neat, legible, speedy handwriting style using continuous cursive letters, which 

WE GROW WITH JESUS TO BE THE BEST WE CAN 

BE. 
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leads to producing letters and words automatically in independent writing. 

· To establish and maintain high expectations for the presentation of written work. 

· For pupils to understand, by the end of Year 6, the importance of neat presentation and 

the need for different letterforms (cursive, printed or capital letters) to help communicate 

meaning clearly. 

 

Organisation and Implementation 

Handwriting objectives are taken from National Curriculum English Programme of Study and 

form part of the class teachers’ and children’s continuous work. Handwriting is taught in 

explicit, regular sessions focussing on letter formation, consistent size and shape of letters, as 

well as accurate joining when the child is ready. Learning is differentiated based on the needs 

of the child. Handwriting is applied in all writing and modelling. 

 

EYFS and Year One teach phonics using the Little Wandle programme. Little Wandle has a 

clear progression of writing cursively and forming letters taught from year one. In EYFS 

letter patterns (Unit 1) are taught over four weeks and the lowercase letters in letter families 

(Units 2 to 5) over the rest of the first term. After practising with patterns, EYFS teach three 

letters a week in four lessons to support the development of accurate letter formation. There 

are videos on Little Wandle, that teachers in EYFS and Y1 can watch to model the forming of 

the letters in their phonics lessons- this is a daily part of the phonics lessons. 

 

 In EYFS and Y1 from Little Wandle Handwriting lessons should last approximately 15 

minutes and be scheduled at least four times per week. Each lesson should start with practice 

of the previous day’s pattern/ letter using the ‘Pattern check-up’ or ‘Letter check-up’ box. 

Consistent daily practice is essential for progress, and it is strongly recommended to use a 

small, lined exercise book for additional practice, but this is also done in small group work 

with an adult guiding the children in their English books. It is crucial that an adult is present 

during this extra practice to provide guidance and support and to address any misconceptions 

promptly. The teaching sequence for introducing a new pattern/letter should be: 1. Introduce 

the letter and formation phrase. 2. Form the letter in the air. 3. Form the letter on the palm of 

the hand. 4. Trace the mnemonic with a finger. 5. Write the letter. For steps 2 to 5, the teacher 

provides strong modelling and then the children join in.  

 

Effective modelling 

 When modelling letter formation, face the same direction as the children, looking over your 

shoulder to check that children are engaged. This ensures that children can clearly observe 

the correct direction and movement of the letter. As part of the teacher’s/ teaching assistant’s 

modelling, they will demonstrate how to check and improve.  

 

Year 2 

Handwriting joins following the model from Twinkl are modelled and taught by the class 

teacher. Pupils will begin to apply this in writing in lessons. Posture and pencil grip is 

modelled, taught and monitored in all writing sessions. 
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KS2 

In the junior classes, each pupil has a handwriting book. Handwriting exercises linked to 

spelling patterns taught are modelled in the register time as a morning activity or linked to a 

spelling exercise at the beginning of the English lessons. Pupils are expected to join letters, 

except for upper case and are taught how to form ascenders and descenders. They are also 

taught there are different types of writing for different text types. 

 

Assessment: Use of TAFs and STACMAT writing statements 

When a child has completed an end of unit writing task, teachers mark this against the 

statements. One of which is about handwriting. 

 

Planning and Delivery Handwriting is taught and modelled in marking and teaching from 

Reception and throughout Key Stage 1 (KS1) and Key Stage 2 (KS2). All teachers give 

specific attention to pencil and pen control, grip and posture in helping pupils to develop a 

legible style. Teachers identify all left-handed pupils in their class. Left-handers should 

always sit on the right of right-handed child to avoid collision. 

 

Adaptation 

For handwriting there is a range of adaptations staff at St Mary’s will use for pupils, 

particularly for pupils with Send needs, where pencil grip and letter formation may be 

challenging. Pencil grips, coloured books, different spaced lines etc can be used. 

For some pupils with some SEND needs, joining letters my cause distress and make writing 

more illegible, so each child’s writing is looked at individually and the school senco will be 

referred to, to find the most appropriate adaptation for writing, so the child can make 

progress. 
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